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About Modern Matter

With its sophisticated, three-dimensional
frame and extremely tight proportions,
Modern Matter is a display typeface with
a striking character that is distinctly fit
for editorial design. An exhaustive set of
ligature pairs also make it a playful tool
to produce quirky headlines.

Based on a design by the Swiss
Master Herbert Matter, which was nota-
bly displayed on the cover of his seminal
book, Giacometti in 1987. Modern
Matter appears as a synthesis of many
aspects of Matter’s graphic language;
from his years working for Cassandre to
the iconic symbols and logotypes he
developed for US corporations.

After Francois Rappo had filed the
project away for many years, he revis-
ited it on the occasion of the 2018 exhi-
bition Giacometti at the Guggenheim
Museum in New York City, for which the
typeface was used for exhibition signage
and the exhibition catalogue. After a
reappraisal of the original Uppercase,
Lowercase were also drawn, expand-
ing the collection of glyphs into a
complete contemporary character set.
Modern Matter celebrates and reintro-
duces the work of a design icon.

- Released in 2018

Designed by Francois Rappo

Francois Rappo lives and works in
Lausanne, Switzerland. Rappo studied
graphic design in the early 1980s at

the Ecole cantonale des beaux arts
(ECBA) in Lausanne, where he special-
ized in typography. After years of
graphic design practice in both the
cultural and the corporate fields, he
became active in design education.

Since the mid-1990s, he teaches
editorial and type design at the Ecole
cantonale d'art de Lausanne (ECAL),
where he established the art direction
master’s degree program in 2009,
which became the type design master’s
degree program in 2016. Additionally,
Rappo frequently lectures about his
typographic practice in Europe, Russia,
and the USA.

From 2001 to 2007, he was the presi-
dent of the jury for The Most Beautiful
Swiss Books competition. He was awarded
the prestigious Jan Tschichold Prize in
2013 for his outstanding achievement
in editorial design through his influential
typeface designs.
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Modern Matter ® Character Map
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Modern Matter ®

Extra Uppercase

/Lowercase

Ligatures
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Language Support

, t, Kalenjin, a, Kikuyu, Romansh, Romany, Rombo, Rundi, Rwa,
i Kinyardawanda, Latin, Latvian, Lithuanian, Samburu, Sango, Sangu, Sami [Inari il,
Sami [Luli], Sami [Norther! ]Sm

, ish, , ish,  Luyia, Machame, Makhuwa-Meetto, [Southern ], Samoan, Scottish Gaelic,
Esperanto, Estonian, Far FIp Ma k nde, Mala g sy, Malay, Malte: Sena, Serbian [Latin], Spanish, Shambala,
Fijian, Finnish, Flemish, F nch, Fri I Manx, Maori, Meru, Morisyen, Mo Id an, Shona, Slovak, SIovenian,S oga, Somali,
Frisian, Galician, Ganda, German, Gusii NNNNNNN deb eeeeeeeeeee Sami ,,,,,, gian Swahili, i, Swedish, Swiss German, Taita,

Uzbek, Volapuk, Vunjo, Walser, Wallon,
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Modern Matter ®

OFF

= Contextual Alternates [calt]

This feature adapts the position of a
glyph after its surrounding context.
For instance, a dash placed between
two uppercase letters or numbers
will be replaced by an uppercase ver-
sion of the dash, slightly higher. This
feature is usually active by default in
Adobe applications.
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sl  Tabular Lining Figures

g% thnum-inum]
Based on the proportions of the capi-
tals, lining figures have an invariable
height. With the combination of the
tabular spacing format, the width of
each numeral is uniformized. This
feature is useful when numerals need to
all lined up. It facilitates the reading of
numbers set within columns or tables.
As some applications don’t have
access to this feature, proportional
figures are set as the default choice.
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Standard Ligatures [ligal
i

Standard ligatures replaces a sequence
of characters with a single ligature glyph,
they are designed to improve kerning
and readability of certain letter pairs.
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E Fractions [frac]

With this feature, any numbers separated
by a slash will automatically turn into

a fraction. To fit in fraction configuration,
numerals have been designed smaller
and their weights have been adjusted to
suit the typeface.
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Ordinals [ordn]

This feature replaces any letter follow-
ing a numeral with its matching superior
letters. French language uses the ordi-
nal indicators such as ‘er’ for 1er premier,
while Spanish, Portuguese and Italian
require the feminine and masculine ordi-
nals ‘a,’ ‘o’ for 1°, 12. Ordinals are designed
to match the weight of the typeface.
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m Slashed Zero [zero]

Originally created to avoid the confu-
sion between the ‘0" and the ‘O, this
feature substitutes all zeros in a selected
text by a slashed form of the zero.
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Numerators [numr]

This feature substitutes glyphs with their
matching smaller alternates. The numer-
ators are the same glyphs that are used
to create fractions, their vertical position
remains within the capital letters height.
These glyphs are reduced in size and
designed slightly heavier to keep them
consistent with the rest of the font.
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Modern Matter ®

Denominators [dnom]

This feature substitutes glyphs with their
matching smaller alternates and low

osition glyphs. The denominators are the 7 -rﬂ ]L :-u ;—u]-\— ]| T
ameareesves  GIGIONL]AIIN0 | Nebsdstghiiimne
within the base line. These glyphs are " —)
reduced in size and designed slightly A CRIEA _
v vennssemanve | [ [ TG UTTEYZ M H W perstewmmmyz()[]
E Superscript/Superiors [sups] o= ‘?:@M— _l[ju F:!]E mj ": Jlf -3 / _, & ‘/dg
This feature substitutes glyphs with their = HL'J] @—E “‘B ‘[JJ - [[JJ [L‘
matching smaller alternates which are = =

set slightly above the height of the cap-
ital letters. These glyphs are reduced

in size and designed slightly heavier to
keep them consistent with the rest of
the font.
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Subscript/Inferiors [subs]

This feature substitutes glyphs with their
matching smaller alternates which are
set slightly below the baseline. These
glyphs are reduced in size and designed
slightly heavier to keep them consistent
with the rest of the font.
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N Discretionary Ligatures [dlig]
—+

This feature activates discretionary
ligatures which are specific to the
typeface. It applies all other designed
ligatures that are not classified as
standard ligatures.
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[=1=] Stylistic Set 6 [ss06]

This feature activates alternate lowercase
positioning of mathematical symbols.
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E Stylistic Set 20 [ss20]

This feature substitutes the letter “x”
into the multiplication sign.
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